
 

 

Newsletter of  Chester Presbyterian Church                                                    January 2023 

No Longer Strangers… 

A poem by Walter Brueggemann to begin the New Year! 
 

EPIPHANY 
 

On Epiphany day, 
we are still the people walking. 
We are still people in the dark,  

and the darkness looms large around us,  
beset as we are by fear,  

anxiety, 
brutality, 
violence, 
Loss — 

a dozen alienations that we cannot manage. 
 

We are — we could be — people of your light. 
So we pray for the light of your glorious presence 

as we wait for your appearing; 
we pray for the light of your wondrous grace 

as we exhaust our coping capacity; 
we pray for your gift of newness that 

will override our weariness; 
we pray that we may see and know and hear and trust 

in your good rule. 
 

That we may have energy, courage, and freedom to enact 
your rule through the demands of this day. 

 

We submit our day to you and to your rule, with deep joy and high hope. 
Amen.  

Shalom, 



 

 

I was so tickled by a sweet little boy at our early Christmas Eve 

service. He was seated down front, all set to watch the puppet 

show. He giggled at every line, laughed at the pig snorts, and 

made every minute  of work that was put into that show worth it. 

So many minutes, so many hands! 
 

Mary Schiano’s Sunday school class made the decorations hanging on the “fridge.” Kathy Peebles knitted 

costumes for Quacky and Larry. Ella Harris graciously baked and decorated a birthday cake in Jesus’ hon-

or for “Mamma” to share with the congregation. Of course we had Chloe Mapes, Kieran  Whitby and Der-

rick Hopkins spend hours practicing the voices and with Mark Entwistle’s talent (and equipment) we got it 

recorded Then Chloe came back to actually bring “Mamma” to life, along with Sophie Hopkins and Drew 

Coghill.  The puppeteers chose their own puppets, and their choices delighted me. Such diversity! Add in 

a man who can put music to anything, I mean  Roshaun actually just played what struck him in the mo-

ment during the show! But there was a surprise helper, one who I came to depend on very much, Rusty 

Hopkins. He kept this flibbergidget grounded and the show as well.   
 

My thanks to all of you for making sure that child will have a fun memory of celebrating Jesus’ birthday at 

Chester Presbyterian Church. Happy New Year!                              - Jude Osborne 

 

Our Weekly E-News has moved to a new platform. 
Our December 30 edition is the first using the new 
vendor. 
 
There will be slight changes in the appearance, but 
we're hopeful that our functionality will remain the 
same. Please let the office know if you experience 
any difficulties: office@chesterpres.org. Thanks! 

 

The church staff extends a hearty 
THANK YOU for the holiday wishes 
and tasty treats you shared with us 
over the Christmas Season.  
 

We appreciate all of them and wish 
you a happy, healthy New Year! 

Deacon’s Corner 
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CPC Stewardship is Staying  
Paperless - if you choose… 

 

Year-End Statements - will be available by mail or 
email upon request, or you can pick up a copy at the office. Contact Marcie at the church office with 
your request: office@chesterpres.org or 804-748-4636. You’re also able to access your giving record 
online at any time using your Breeze account. Marcie can assist you with that process as well. 

A New T.U.L.I.P. - Christian Formation Study  
starting in January 2023 

 
Did you know that a TULIP. is one of the corner stones of our Reformed 
Presbyterian faith? Actually T.U.L.I.P. is a long-cherished acronym for five 
significant points of John Calvin’s Reformed Theology — Total Depravity,” 
“Unconditional Election,” “Limited Atonement,” “Irresistible Grace,” & 
“Perseverance of the Saints.” 
 
Starting at 8:45 am on January 8, 2023, Dr. Gordon Mapes will lead a 
study of these historical concepts. Using retired pastor Keith Curran’s book, 
“A New T.U.L.I.P.: A Kinder, Gentler Calvinism for the 21st Century,” Gor-
don will help us develop a deeper understanding of the why and how of our 
Presbyterian beliefs. As Curran states, “By being better able to articulate 
one’s own faith, makes contemporary Christians better evangelists, espe-
cially when we approach the subject in a kinder and gentler fashion.” 
 
Join us on January 8 in the Pastors Gallery as we examine the relevance 
of Presbyterian beliefs to today’s rapidly changing world! 

Shout out to the Village Grill! 
 

CPC was chosen as the Grill’s featured non-profit for the 2022 
Holiday season. After a lengthy conversation with the owner, 
Sheril, it was decided that our food pantry and backpack minis-
tries would be the best fit for the Grill’s collection efforts.  
 
As they typically do, the community and the Grill’s customers 
rallied around the event, and CPC was the recipient of a tre-
mendous bounty of supplies for both ministries and a check for 
the cash donations as well. 
 
We are most grateful to the Grill for their generous spirit and for 
choosing to help feed the hungry, not only with their tasty 
menu, but with their invitation to help those less fortunate in the 
community as well. THANK YOU! 
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February 26 Chesterfield Concert Band 3:00 PM 

March 19 American Youth Harp Ensemble 3:00 PM 

April 18 Richmond Symphonic Winds Ensemble  7:00 PM 

May 21 Chesterfield County Choral Society           3:00 PM 

ARTS Events:  

Arts Classes: New Year - New Schedule 
 
For 2023, the Monday night schedule will be trimmed to only the Craft Class. The class will meet the second 
Monday of the month at 6pm. Follow the newsletter, Friday emails, and Facebook for Mary and Sally's invita-
tion each month to join in on some crafting fun. PLEASE register in advance. There is a nominal fee to cov-
er supplies for each class. 
 

The Arts Team would like to thank Autumn Fesperman, Jude Osborne, and Kathy Peebles for their willing-
ness to share their time and talents for the Arts Classes last fall. 
                 

Concert Season 2023 (so far): 

Picnic on the Lawn - Sunday, June 5 

Due to the high demand on our Food Pantry, we welcome donations of any of our 
“ingredients.” Here is the list of what we provide:  

 

Adult Cereal (i.e. corn flakes, Cheerios) 
Ramen Noodle Soup 
Hearty Soup 
Creamed Soup 
Regular Soup 
Beans (black, pinto, etc) 
Pork & Beans 
Mixed Vegetables/Canned Carrots 
Peas 
Corn 
Green Beans 
Beef-A-Roni 

$20 Kroger gift cards are always welcome. Thank you for your generosity! 

Chili 
Spaghetti Sauce 
Spaghetti Noodles 
Boxed Potatoes/Stuffing 
Jelly 
Canned Fruit 
Mac & Cheese 
Hamburger Helper 
Rice 
Coffee/Tea 
Canned Chicken 
Canned Tuna  

We had a very sparkling and vibrant December filled with great music, stories, and delicious food this 
year. This was the first time in roughly 3 years that choirs and musicians all over the world were able 
to make music without the use of masks, and what a pleasure that was!  

On behalf of the Music department at CPC I would like to thank you all for your continuous support to 
the Arts. It keeps us alive and going! As Martin Luther says " Music is a gift from God", and it is our 
pleasure to share our musical gifts with you! 

There are lots of exciting concerts coming up in 2023, so please keep your eyes open and your ears 
to the ground for further announcements.   

Best wishes for a prosperous 2023 to all! 

Yours in Music, 

Roshan 



 

 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 
 

Everyone is invited! 
 

ALL CPC women are members 

of Presbyterian Women and are 

encouraged to attend any/all 

meetings. 
 

Please join us at the church on 

January 25 at 6:30pm. We’ll 

continue with study Lesson 5, 

Sabbath and Servitude in our book, “Celebrating Sab-

bath” by Carol Bechtel.   
 

Questions? Contact Kathy Peebles at  

kathyspantry@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

Want 
Text Alerts? 

If you’d like to be notified of last mi-
nute schedule changes such as 
weather delays/cancellations or 
other  “breaking news,” contact the 
church office to add your name to 
the text alert list. 

748-4636 or  
office@chesterpres.org 

Five-Cents-a-Meal 

We collect for this ministry on the 
first Sunday of each month. 
Please consider making a dona-
tion to this ministry using your 
regular contribution method - 
online or by check. Just indicate 
that it's a "Five-Cents-a-Meal Of-

fering." If you were to set aside a nickel at every meal 
during the month, it would come to about $4.50. Once 
collected, we send these funds to the Presbytery of 
the James.  
 
The majority of funds distributed by the Hunger Minis-
try provide emergency food relief to people in need: 
church emergency food centers, school backpack pro-
grams, county food pantries. 

Chancel Flower  

Dedications 
If you'd like to dedicate 

the flowers for a particular 
Sunday in 2023, contact 

the church office for  
details - 748-4636 or 
office@chesterpres.org 

 

Session Highlights 
At the December 18 meeting, session: 

 

 Heard updates on: 
 Finance for 2022, and 2023 budget preparation; 
 Stewardship second 2023 appeal; 
 Worship plans for Christmas; 
 Rise in area Covid rates  
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FINANCE & STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 

Congregational Report 

November 30, 2022 

    

 YTD Actual YTD Budget Difference 

Revenues(1)    

   Offerings (Pledge and Loose) 388,840  353,635  35,205  

   Other Revenue 10,237  27,828  (17,591) 

Total Revenues 399,077  381,463  17,614  

     

Expenses(2)    

   Salary & Benefits   276,032  312,214  36,183  

   Presbytery and 
Mission   32,832  37,475  4,643  

   Worship/CE/Membership/Music/
Stewardship/Parish Care 7,575  15,038  7,462  

   Plant Operations   54,763  64,359  9,596  

Church Admin   19,070  21,796  2,726  

   Mortgage Loan        16,839  16,841  2  

   Property Insurance   23,067  22,661  (406) 

   Worker's Comp Insurance & Processing 
Fees 2,826  2,262  (564) 

  Total Expenses 433,003  492,645  59,643  

     

Net Total(3) (33,926) (111,183) 77,257  

     

Mortgage Balance:        

   Beginning Balance (Ending Balance last 
month):  $181,434   

   Payments to principal this month:  $15,617   

  Ending Balance     $165,817  

     

**Numbers rounded to nearest dollar, which can cause differences in totals  



 

 

STAY IN TOUCH 
CPC has many ways to stay in touch! 

FACEBOOK 
Like Chester Presbyterian Church on Facebook and enjoy daily prayer 
and much more!  

WEEKLY EMAIL BLAST 
Stay up to date on all the great things happening at the church with our 
weekly email newsletter. 

WEBSITE 
Check out the church calendar, view sermons, or make a donation.  
Everything you’re looking for is on our website! 

BREEZE APP 
Keep in touch with all your friends at church. Email the church office at 
office@chesterpres.org to find out how to have an account created. 

Staff Contact Information 
(804) 748-4636    www.chesterpres.org     Office Hours: 8:30 AM - 3:00 PM, Mon - Fri. 

Gordon B. Mapes, III 
Pastor 

gmapes@chesterpres.org 
 

Linn Coghill 
Membership Coordinator 
lcoghill @chesterpres.org 

Kathy Peebles 
Financial Secretary 

financialsec@chesterpres.org 
 

Anne Kalemjian 
Treasurer 

treasurer@chesterpres.org 

Marcie Murphy 
Church Administrator 

office@chesterpres.org 
 

Brittney Chappell 
Accountant 

accountant@chesterpres.org 

Roshan Chakane 
Director of Music 

rchakane@chesterpres.org 
 

Kim Hopkins 
Preschool Director 

preschool@chesterpres.org 

YOU TUBE CHANNEL 
Our weekly Worship service is posted on our YouTube Channel. Grab a 
cup of coffee and enjoy the service from home. 


