
 

CHESTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Easter Sunday 

10:00AM                                                                                April 4, 2021  
  

WE GATHER 
 
VOLUNTARY Processional CPC Handbell Choir 

WELCOME  
CALL TO WORSHIP * 

This day is like every other day. 
Alarm clocks beeped. Covers were removed. Coffee was brewed. Weary bodies came to life. 
And yet this day, is like no other day— 
For the sun rose, and we knew it was a miracle. The tomb was empty, and they knew it was love. 
So again and again we say— 
The longest night is over. Death has lost its sting. Jesus is among us. Alleluia!. Amen. 
Again and again and again— 
Alleluia! Amen. 

HYMN (Verses below) Jesus Christ Is Risen Today 

LITURGY OF CONFESSION 
Beloved Community, before God and before you, my family, I confess: 
I have seen the sun rise and withheld my praise. 
I have seen my neighbor suffer and withheld my aid. 
I have seen love extended and chosen to walk away. 
I have seen divisions deepen and managed to remain unfazed. 
 

We hear you. We see you. You are forgiven. 
God’s love is like the sun. No matter how lost we are in the night,  
day after day, the light will find you. Rest easy. You are held in God’s warmth. 
 

Thanks be to God. Amen. 
 

Now we must pray. 
Beloved friend, before God and before each other, we confess: 
We have seen the sun rise and withheld our praise. 
We have seen our neighbors suffer and have withheld our aid. 
We have seen love extended and chosen to walk away. 
We have seen divisions deepen and managed to remain unfazed. 
 

I hear you. I see you. You are forgiven. 
God’s love is like the sun. No matter how lost we are in the night, 
day after day, the light will find you. Rest easy. You are held in God’s warmth. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, amen.  

 

CHILDREN’S BLESSING Butterfly Release 
 

HYMN (verses below) Crown Him with Many Crowns 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 
 



LESSON  Mark 16:1-8 

MEDITATION  Again and Again, The Sun Rises 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
We know the fear of the upper room. 
We know the feeling of hard days and long 
nights. 
We know the grief of the tomb, 
And the particular ache of saying goodbye. 
We know the pain of Good Friday, 
And we know the darkness before dawn. 
And still, 
And still, 
We believe. 
We believe that again and again, 
The sun will rise. 
Again and again, 
God will draw near. 
Again and again, 
We will march toward justice. 

Again and again, 
The tomb will be empty. 
Again and again, 
Love will win. 
Again and again, 
God will lead the church. 
Again and again, 
And again and again, 
We will be loved. 
The journey will not be perfect. 
We will need to rise before dawn. 
We will need angels along the way. 
But again and again, 
The sun will rise. 
We believe. Amen. 

OFFERING  This Joyful Eastertide  CPC Choir 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S SUPPER 
GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 Christ is risen! 
 Christ is risen indeed. 
 Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them up to God. 
 Let us give thanks to God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

 Again and again, O God, it is good and faithful that we give you thanks…and join their unending hymn: 
Holy, holy, holy, Lord, God of power and might. Heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the 
highest. 

 

 Blessed are you, O God, creator of all things…we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 Christ has died. Christ has risen. Christ will come again!  
 

Blessed are you, O Spirit, giver of life…we worship you eternally in songs of pure unbounded praise, praying as Jesus 
taught: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is 
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  
Amen. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE   

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION     

BENEDICTION 
FLOWER CROSS PROCESSIONAL Easter Alleluia  CPC Choir          
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 



Gordon Mapes, Pastor 
Sandra Bottoms, Director of Spiritual Formation 

Jonathan Durkovic, Director of Music 
Whitby Family, Butterfly Release 

Property Committee, Genius, Logistics, Parking 
Jude Osborne, Warren Trevvett, Camera & Sound 

 Nancy Muller, Nancy Gefvert, Diana Martyn, Tom Coghill, Ushers 
 
 

Scripture Reading 
Mark 16:1-8 
16 When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought spices, so that they might 
go and anoint him. 2 And very early on the first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. 3 They had 
been saying to one another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?” 4 When they looked up, they 
saw that the stone, which was very large, had already been rolled back. 5 As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, 
dressed in a white robe, sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed. 6 But he said to them, “Do not be alarmed; you are 
looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the place they laid 
him. 7 But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told 
you.” 8 So they went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; and they said nothing to anyone, 
for they were afraid.  

 
 

Jesus Christ Is Risen Today 

Jesus Christ is risen today, Alleluia! our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! 
Who did once upon the cross, Alleluia! suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia! 
Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia! unto Christ, our heavenly King, Alleluia! 
Who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia! sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia! 
But the pains which he endured, Alleluia! our salvation have procured. Alleluia! 
Now above the sky he’s King, Alleluia! where the angels ever sing. Alleluia! 
Sing we to our God above, Alleluia! praise eternal as God’s love. Alleluia! 
Praise our God, ye heavenly host, Alleluia! Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia! 

 
Crown Him with Many Crowns 

Crown him with many crowns, the Lamb upon his throne; 
Hark, how the heavenly anthem drowns all music but its own!  
Awake, my soul, and sing of him who died for thee, 
And hail him as thy matchless King through eternity. 
Crown him the Lord of years, the potentate of time; 
Creator of the rolling spheres, ineffably sublime. 
All hail, Redeemer, hail! For thou hast died for me; 
They praise shall never, never fail throughout eternity.  

This Joyful Eastertide 

This joyful Eastertide, away from sin and sorrow! My love, the Crucified, has sprung to life this morrow. 
Had Christ, who once was slain, not burst his three-day prison, our faith had been in vain. But now has Christ arisen. 
My flesh in hope shall rest and for a season slumber till trump from east to west shall wake the dead in number. 
Death’s flood has lost its chill since Jesus crossed the river. Lover of souls, from ill my passing soul deliver.  

 
Easter Alleluia 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! (Sung between and after each line.) 
Glory to God who does wondrous things, let all the people God’s praises now sing, all of creation in splendor shall ring. 
See how salvation for all has been won, up from the grave our new life has begun, life now perfected in Jesus the son. 
Now in our presence the Lord will appear, shine in the faces of all of us here, fill us with joy and cast out all our fear. 
Call us, Good Shepherd, we listen for you, wanting to see you in all that we do, we would the gate of salvation pass through. 
Lord, we are open to all that you say, ready to listen and follow your way, you are the potter and we are the clay. 
If we have love, the we dwell in the Lord, God will protect us from fire and sword, fill us with love and the peace of his word. 

 



*Liturgy adapted from prayers by Sarah Are/ A Sanctified Art LLC/ sanctified art.org. 

Worshippers are encouraged to print this bulletin at home and to bring bread and a beverage for the celebration of 
communion. For those unable to print, or bring elements, safely handled items will be available during worship. If you would 
like to make an unleavened bread, similar to that used by Jesus and the disciples, the following link provides an easy recipe: 
https://www.allrecipes.com/recipe/241680/unleavened-bread-for-communion/ 
The service will be available in the parking lot on station 97.5FM. 
 

An offering will be received during the service. Please drop your offering into the usher’s containers as they move by your 
vehicle. Parking and worship ushers will be practicing safe handling procedures. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have a need, please contact the church or reach out to your Deacon Shepherd. 

Phone: 804-748-4636                Website: chesterpres.org  Email: office@chesterpres.org 

In an effort to care for one another, as Christ has cared for us,   
worshippers are invited to adhere to the following rules for our Drive-In service: 

Only individuals who are healthy should attend – if you are showing symptoms of COVID 19, or have 
had a fever, cough, or shortness of breath within the last 14 days, you should remain at home.   
Roll windows down to hear the services, or listen on 97.5FM. 

Come as you are! 

Interactive Fun: 

 Once parked, worshippers are invited to place flowers in the cross at the church doors.  
  The service will conclude with a socially distant procession of the cross to the chapel steps. All invited. 
  
Turn on headlights to indicate ready for worship. 

Turn on windshield wipers to virtually lift hands in worship. 

Flash high beams to exclaim “Amen!” 

Honk your horn as you exit the parking lot to send best wishes and prayers to others in the 
congregation. 

 

 
 

 

https://www.allrecipes.com/recipe/241680/unleavened-bread-for-communion/

